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Professor Robin Skeates is an archaeologist with wide-ranging 
research interests. These span material, visual and sensory 
culture studies as well as museum and heritage studies, which are 
sometimes united in his specialist work on Central Mediterranean 
prehistory. Professor Skeates co-directed a collaborative 
Newton-Khalidi-funded research and development programme 
dedicated to transforming museum education in Jordan, which 
was shortlisted for the Newton Prize in 2020. He also highly values 
family life. All of this and more has helped him to reflect on what 
really matters as an academic and to offer the following words of 
advice to the next generation of researchers. 

Lessons earneD 

1 Allow yourself to be creative.  
  The most innovative work that I’m acknowledged for by  

my peers all originally met with scholarly disapproval;  
don’t be put off! .  

2   Share your passion.
   Don’t feel guilty when you enjoy your work; but do share  

your knowledge and enthusiasm with local communities  
and other members of the public.   

3   It’s nice to be nice.  
  Helping and collaborating with others, especially people  

at early career stages, is so rewarding.  

4 Appreciate cultural diversity.  
  Encounters with new people and places through travel  

and collaboration help us learn that ‘our’ ways are not 
necessarily the best.    

5  Say ‘no’.   
  To help yourself and your colleagues, be selective in  

what invitations you accept, and then do your best to  
meet agreed deadlines. 

6  Be principled. 
  Politeness and professionalism matter; you do occasionally 

have to speak out and take action when individuals and 
institutions let them slip. 

7  Know the strengths of your colleagues.
  Although we may sometimes be critical of our colleagues,  

try to help them and be proud of their achievements. 

8 Stretch your body as well as your mind. 
  Pilates, walking and jogging work for me, and making time 

for family and friends is important, but appreciate that not 
everyone enjoys good health. 


