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Miguel Castillo is a researcher at the Colegio de la Frontera Sur 
(ECOSUR), Mexico. He holds a PhD in biological sciences, with 
extensive experience in the use of remote sensing and geographic 
information systems. His main research topics cover the analysis 
of forest structures using remote sensing data, and land-use 
change modelling, he is also interested to understand the causes 
of land-use change. He is part of the GCRF Forests team, who 
were responsible for the elaboration of high-resolution maps of land 
use in southeastern Mexico. They analysed the spatio-temporal 
dynamics of deforestation rates and other land use changes. 

Lessons earneD 

1  A good team is the key to success. 
  To solve complex tasks, individual work is not enough, 

it usually requires a good team of people working in a 
coordinated way.

2 Communication is indispensable.
  For a team to work in a coordinated way, constant  

and fluent communication is indispensable.

3	 Look	for	more	efficient	ways	to	solve	problems.
  Many people are satisfied with learning a single procedure  

to solve everyday tasks, but over time they fall behind.

4	 Quality	over	quantity.
  Faced with a scenario where many objectives must be met, it 

is preferable to meet only some of them, but with high quality.

5	 Do	not	leave	tasks	pending.
  Don’t commit to a task and leave it unfinished. This reflects  

a lack of commitment and in the long run, affects  
professional prestige.

6	 Maps	will	always	be	perfectible.
  It is advisable to always think of the maps as a model 

of reality, with errors. These can be minimised, but it is 
impossible to eliminate them. 

7	 A	good	map	reflects	society.
  If a region is dominated by deforestation and degradation  

of natural resources, it is probably because there are  
many conflicting groups, or the law is not enforced.

8 Good solutions are not simple.
  Deforestation is a complex problem with local and  

global solutions. Individual action as well as  
regulations from other nations are required.


