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Lessons earneD 

1 It’s better to try and fail, than to not try at all!    
  The key to success is a combination of good ideas, hard 

work, creativity, determination, luck and also failure!  

2   Cultural diversity brings a collective  
strength to research programmes.   

   Working with large multicultural teams is a transformative 
experience that helped me put my world view into perspective.  

3  It’s important to get satisfaction from your work. 
  Our work fills up a significant part of our life, so it’s important 

to be satisfied with what we achieve through it.   

4  Don’t be scared to take on a challenge  
because it could be difficult. 

  Developing state-of-the-art tools is one thing but providing 
tools to people that can make their life better is the most 
challenging and rewarding part.  

5  The future of research is interdisciplinary.  
  It is through interdisciplinary science that truly innovative 

ideas can be brought to life.

6   Being part of a dynamic and diverse team  
is at the heart of any great accomplishment. 

 Great projects are never delivered by one person only. 

7  Things will go wrong! 
  Yes, sometimes things will go wrong, or will not work out – but 

this should become an opportunity to appreciate things more 
when they’re right. 

8  Do not stress out about things outside  
of your control. 

  Just do your best and give yourself enough credit for trying.  


